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WELCOME
THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION CHARTER

The Foundation's cornerstone, the recognition of the Scholar-Athlete, who 

strives to excel in the classroom, community and football field, makes us 

proud of these young men with us tonight. They have been selected from the 

vast Los Angeles area, where there are many activities and distractions that 

could have led them to procrastinate the opportunities that are offered to 

achievers and leaders. These athletes chose to compete in honors courses in 

Math, English, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology. 

We encourage each of you to join our Chapter and contribute to encourag-

ing our youth to make the right decisions in their formative years.

Great leaders have left us with words of wisdom and one of football’s favor-

ite warriors, Vince Lombardi, set high standards for character and attitude.

His parable that is often referred:

"It is a reality that men are competitive and the most competitive games draw 

the most competitive men. That’s why they are there; to compete.

To know the rules and objectives when they get in the game. The object is to 

win fairly, squarely, by the rules; but to win. I firmly believe that in man's 

finest hour, the moment when he has worked his heart out in a good cause 

and at the games end, he lays exhausted on the field of battle - victorious."



Masters of Ceremonies - Christian Gascou

Buffet Dinner

Invocation

Introductions & Acknowledgments

Recognition of Schools

Guest Speaker - Larry English

Presentation of Scholar Athlete Awards

Outstanding Scholar Athlete of the Year Awards

LT Award

Closing Remarks

Chargers locker room tour

Tonight’s Game Plan



2023 Scholar Athletes
Los Angeles Chapter

NAME SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL

Grace Shary  Millikan High School
Jayla De Armas  Wish Academy High School 
  Osborne 
Jessica Rose  Birmingham Charter 
Kathie Santa   Fairfax High School
 Cruz-Lopez 
Kayla Roe  Redondo Union High School 
Maria Murillo  Saint Joseph High School 
Isabella Sanchez  Santa Monica High School 
Michelle Gonzalez Warren High School
Raychel Watts  Redondo Union High School 
Samantha Soria  Millikan High School 

Abel Juarez   Gardena Senior High School 
Adrian Aldama  San Pedro HS
Alex Reis  El Segundo High 
Anthony Bushmeyer Torrance High School 
Anthony Rosales Linda Marquez High School
Caden Ezawa  Torrance High School
Caden McCallum Santa Monica High School
Caleb Sanchez  St. John Bosco
Charlie O'Connor Mira Costa High School
Chauncey Sylvester  St. John Bosco
Connor Shelburne Bishop Montgomery HS
Darian  Medlock Westchester High 
Donce' Lewis  Crenshaw Stemm HS
Drew Dalton  Bishop Montgomery HS
Emiliano Diaz  Bishop Montgomery HS
Gabriel Blanco  El Segundo High 

Griffin Seals  Santa Monica High School
Guillermo Vaquez Theodore Roosevelt HS 
Hugo Wayner  Palos Verdes High School 
Jake Arellano  Loyola High School 
Jakob Martinez  Bishop Montgomery HS
Javaun Lewis Jr.  Dorsey High School 
Jordan Lockhart  St. John Bosco
Joseph  Gutirrez Bishop Montgomery HS
King Large  St. John Bosco
Kyngstonn Viliamu-Asa St. John Bosco High School
Lenny Hernandez Hawthorn High School 
Lucas Sun  El Segundo High 
Luka Mardesich  San Pedro HS
Luke Gayton  Palos Verdes High School 
Marcelles Willliams  St John Bosco High School 
Marcus Lee  St John Bosco High School 
Max Ibarra  Roybal Learning Center
Michael Sultemeier Mira Costa High School
Michael Wilson Jr Crenshaw Stemm HS
Michael Wilson  El Segundo High 
Nate Bennett  Oaks Christian School 
Nikolas Tsangaris Palos Verdes High School 
Peyton Woodyard St John Bosco High School 
Quran Turner  Dorsey High School 
Reese Leonard  Mira Costa High School
Ryan Turk  Loyola High School 
Santiago Rivera  San Pedro HS
Tommy Maher  St John Bosco High School 
Ulysses Villagomez Huntington Park High School 
  
  



For more information on how to become a member of the 

 National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame
Los Angeles Chapter   

Visit our website at: www.nfflosangeles.com



John Ferraro
John Ferraro was born May 14, 1924 in the working class suburb of Cudahy, California, south of Los 
Angeles.  While attending the local high school Bell, Ferraro performed well enough in the classroom and on 
the football field to attract a scholarship from the University of Southern California.

Ferraro started his studies at USC in 1942, and after having an All-American football season in 1944, his time 
at USC was interrupted by service in the United States naval Reserve during World War II.  When he 
returned from the battlefield to the football field, he again earned the honor of All-American in 1947, and 
graduated from USC in the spring of 1948 with a degree in Business Administration.

Ferraro’s success on the football field quickly transformed into success
 in the business world.  Using the skills from his business degree,
 discipline from the Navy, and the persistence of a two-time 
All-American, Ferraro ran a lucrative insurance company on 
Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles.  His football accomplishments 
did not go unnoticed, either—he was inducted into the 
College Football Hall of Fame in 1974.

Yet John Ferraro’s greatest successes came in the volatile realm 
of Los Angeles politics.  Ferraro holds the longest tenure of a 
City Council member, a span of 35 years during which he was re-elected 
nine times.  As a member of the City Council, Ferraro gained a 
reputation as a skilled conciliator who knew just when to wield his 
considerable influence.  Ferraro was instrumental in bringing both
 the 1984 Olympics to Los Angeles and the 2000 Democratic National 
Convention.  He worked to bring a peaceful end to the tenure of 
police chief Daryl F. Gates as racial tensions lingered in the wake 
of the Rodney King incident.  And in 1999, the Staples Center 
opened its doors to patrons, largely because of Ferraro’s work 
behind the scenes with the center’s frustrated developers.  
While serving as President in the last 18 years of his career,
 Ferraro was widely praised for holding together a divided council, and was 
described by associates as a “leader” and conciliator.”

Ferraro’s legacy will live on not only in the memories of Angelenos, but also in a more tangible sense:  the 
Department of Water and Power’s general office building is now called the John Ferraro Building, in 
commemoration of the man who gave so much of his energy and talent to the Los Angeles community.

Troy Aikman
Marcus Allen

Jon Arnett
Pervis Atkins
Johnny Baker
Gary Beban
Ricky Bell

Brad Budde
Jim Brown

Dick Butkus

Hall of Fame
John Cappelletti
Anthony Davis

Glenn David
Terry Donahue

Fred Dryer
Kenny Easley

John Elway
Tom Fears
Jon Ferraro

Mike Garrett 

Frank Gifford
Tom Harmon
Les Horvath
John Huarte

Howard Jones
Mort Kaer

Alex Karras
Ronnie Lott

Johnny Lujack
Ed Marinaro

Ollie Matson
Dr. Bill McColl

John McKay
Mike McKeever
Robert McLeod
Donn Moomaw

Christopher Mort
Ken O’Brien
Erny Pinckert
Marvin Powell

Bill Redell
Bob Reynolds

Jerry Robinson
John Robinson

Aaron Rosenberg
Red Sanders
O.J. Simpson

Billy Ray Smith
Ernie Smith
Harry Smith 

Al Sparlis
Lynn Swann

Kenny Washington
Adam Walsh

Al Wisert
Charles White
Richard Wood

Ron Yary
Charles Young



 

A Special Thank You
To Our Sponsors

We would like to provide special recognition to our sponsors who along with our volunteers, make this 
program a tremendous success in honoring these young men this evening.  Their generosity to this worthy 
event is greatly appreciated and we invite each and every one of you to join us in extending our gratitude.

LaDainian Tomlinson: NFL Star and 
Philanthropist
LaDainian Tomlinson carved a path as a dominant running back in 
the NFL. Here's a look at his gridiron achievements and his 
dedication to giving back:
Athletic Career:
• College Standout: Tomlinson excelled at Texas Christian University
  (TCU), earning accolades like the Doak Walker Award and Jim Brown
  Trophy. He finished his college career high in the NCAA Division I
  rushing yards at the time.
• NFL Success: Drafted by the San Diego Chargers (now Los Angeles
  Chargers) in 2001, Tomlinson spent nine seasons with the team. He
  racked up numerous achievements:
• Five Pro Bowl appearances
• Three First-team All-Pro selections
• Two NFL rushing titles
• 2006 NFL Most Valuable Player (MVP), breaking the record for 
  touchdowns in a single season.

Later Career: Tomlinson played for the New York Jets for one season 
before retiring in 2011. He's enshrined in both the College Football Hall 
of Fame and the Pro Football Hall of Fame

Philanthropy: Beyond the field, Tomlinson is dedicated to helping 
others through his foundation:
LT Foundation: Founded to support children and families in San 
Diego, the LT Foundation focuses on education, health, and youth 
development programs.

Leadership: Tomlinson actively champions his foundation and 
encourages other athletes to get involved in philanthropy LaDainian 
Tomlinson's legacy extends beyond his impressive touchdowns and 
rushing yards. He's a role model both on and off the field.
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